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MATTER4 OFt Bernard L. Singer -Re al Estate -Sales
Expensed

DIGE86r'
An employee of the'Dejcartmnent of. -the ..
Air Force claims reimbursement for real
estate.,_ex'pqnses incur'red in selling -his
reside'nce in Grand Islandr Nebraskaf
in id-j tto en permanent ilanga of sta-
tion..from Peterson Air Folrtce Base,
Colorado, to-Offutt A),r Fo)rce Base,
Nebraska,-! This residence) however,-was
not the one from- which he'regularly
commuted to andWfrom workT Ratler, the
employee lived ithea mobill home f.rom
whichrohe climmutedibto work at Peter' n and
from whichhe visited his'family in Grand
island, Nebnraskaon weekends, Employee
has-.thut not fulfilled reauiarement of
toint Travel Regulations that in order to
beentitled to reimbursement of expenses
of -sale of residence at formervduty sta-
tion, he must have commuted to and from
work from thc t residences Accordingly,
claim is denied o

This is intresponse toufia request for an advance
decision fi~om'_Lieuten~a'nt -61lonel J*.Grednstreet,-Chiefr
Accounhting andTvFinnel 'RBrancht Offutt Air Force Baset
Nebr~aska', conceirn'ing whether -Mr. Beirnard L, Singer, a
cilvilian employee of the6 De'pa'rtment'-of Def ense 1 may-~be
reimbursed for i:e-al est-a'te'-Iexenses--incur-re-d incide'nt
to a permanent-,bfhange 6f. st'ation9,.,The only 'issue in-
volved~bis whether brkSinger is entitled to reimburse-
ment of real es'tat~e-efiese'b incident to the sale of
a residence insGralnd IslandenNebraska, to which he
commuted oi k:y on weekends.h We conclude that the
expenses ork sefIng the residence in Grand Island,
NebraskaT may not be reimbursed to Mrt Sitger because
the property sold was not the residence from which he
regularly commuted to and from his farmer duty station
AS required by regulationse
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oil- -Deouse of a-reorganizationa t Mr. Einger's -
pbrmanent duty station, Peterson Air'. Fo-r Base (AFB)
Colorado, his position was.abolishe'd-and he was noti-
fied of an impending-reductiop".in-fQrci-action,' Due.to'
the uncertaihty whether he wbuld continue -to be employed
there, and in view- of the nearness of the begtnhin9 of
the new sqhoolV-year for his chitdren, he decided to buy
A house in Grand Island, Nebragka, his home.town-, and
move his family there, From August 1979.to.,August 1980,
he lived in a camper near Peterson AFB_41uring the work
week, and commuted by his own private airplane to-Grand
Island,-Nebraska, on most weekends. On pecember 11, 1979,
he was notified of his transfer to OffuUt AFP, Nebraska,
and reported for duty there, on January 3, 1980. In
August 1980, he-'sold the residence in- Grind Island, 
Nebraska, and' bought a residqnce in pattsmuth, Nebraska,
near his new duty station, .The agency questiones' iWether
expenses incurred incident to the sale of. the- esidence
in Grand Island are reiipbursable beoause that residdnce
was not-the one from which Mr, singer regilarl commuted
to-and from work, as required-by volume 2 of the Joint
Travel Regulations, paragraph--C 14000-1,6, tKr, Singer
argues that because of-the extenuating circumstances at
Peterson AFB, his only option was to-relocate his family
to Grand-Island. .Furth'er *he argues that tne commuting
requirement should be read more liberally to allow payment
in his situation, Finally, he believes that the approval
of his travel orders by the Civilian Personnel Officer
authorizing payment is binding on the Government.

Paragraph C 14000-1.6 of the Joinht Tr'avel
Regulations, provides for entitlement to reimbursement
of certain real estate expenses provided that;

"the residence or dwelling is the residence
(which-may be a mobile home and/or the lbt
on which such mobile home is located or will
be located) from which the employee regularly
commutes to and from work * * *."

-In interpreting this provision and a similar one,
in the Federal Travel Regulations (PPMP 101-.7, May 1973),
paragraph 2-6.1b, our Office has consistently held that
where an employee returns to a residence only on weekends,
such a residence does not constitute a residence from
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whicht'he employee regularly commuted to and from work.
Duane S HAde ty, 3-191111, March 3X, 1978
Fred Kaczmarowskf B-189898, November 3, 1977. Thuse
Mr. Singer's clIm for reimbursement for expenses in-
curred in selling a residence in Grand Island, Nebraska,
is disallowed since that residence does not satisfy the
requirements of the regulation authorizing reimbursement,

In the present case, Mr. Singer also claims that he
relied on assurances by the Civilian Personnel Of.icer
that he would be reimbursed for his real estcte cixpenses.
It is a well-settled rule, however, that in the absence
of specific statutory authority, the United States is
not responsibltjfor the erroneous acts-bf its'officers,
agents, or employees, even -though committed in the per-
forinance of their official duties,- 54 Comp,'Gen; 747
(1975); 53 Comp, Gen, 834 (1974); Federal.4CropInsurance
rM-v rtill, 332 U.S. 380 (1947), German Bank v.

uTd cL states, 148 U.S. 573 (1893). Furt hermore, an
employee's entitlement to relocation expenses are
governed by statute, not by principles of contract law.
Duane S. Hardesty, supra,

Accordingly, Mr. Singer's claim for reimbursement
of real estate expenses and for the selling of the resi-
dence in Gaand Island, Nebraska, is denied. We observe,-
however, that he may be entitled to reimbursement of real
estate expenses in connection with the sale of his mobile
home or the settlement of an unexpired lease involving it
at his former duty station, if otherwise proper.

5 Comptroller General
of the United States
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